





THE POLICY OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETIES OF THE | EGYPT INTER-MISSION 
COUNCIL AND CERTAIN OTHER MISSIONARY BODIES WITH REGARD TO THEIR WORK IN 
EGYPT, AS FORMULATED BY THEM ON OCTOBER 18, 1933. 


Preamble 


In view of recent events we think it is desirable to formulate a statement of the motives 
and principles on which our missionary work in Egypt is based. 


We are all commanded by our religion to respect and reverence, to love and serve all 
men. It is a fundamental conviction of our religion that individuality, as part of the Divine order 
in creation and providence, should be held in reverence. _It is therefore an essential element in 
our faith to suppress every natural desire to dominate, to assert ourselves, to override the conscience 
of others, to treat with contempt what they regard as sacred, or in the furtherance of our cause to 
have recourse to any other means than those of witness and invitation. The International Missionary 
‘Council has expressed the attitude and purpose of the Missions for which it is entitled to speak in 
the following terms : 


‘We repudiate any attempt on the part of trade or of governments, openly or covertly 
to use the missionary cause for ulterior purposes. Our Gospel by its very nature and by its 
declaration of the sacredness of human personality stands against all exploitation of man by 
man, so that we cannot tolerate any desire, conscious or unconscious, to use this movement for 
purposes of fastening a bondage, economic, political or social, on any people. Going deeper, 
on our part, we would repudiate any symptoms of a religious imperialism that would desire to 
impose beliefs and practices on others in order to manage their souls in their supposed 
interests. We obey a God who respects our wills and we desire to respect those of others.” 


That we are impelled by our religion not only to respect all men with their beliefs and 
institutions, but also to love and serve them, is shown by the works of mercy and philanthropy in 
which Christian missions have engaged in all countries. Our hospitals and schools, and other 
enterprises to promote social well-being are a testimony to our desire to seek the good of the people 
among whom we are privileged to live. We have had abundant testimonies, which it would be 
easy to quote, both from governments and from eminent leaders of the non-Christian communities 
in many lands, to the benefits which missions by these efforts of disinterested service have confer- 
red on the people, and to the valuable contribution they have made to social advancement. 
It has been charged against us that the social and philanthropic activities are merely a cloak for 
proselytism, and that we exploit the poverty, ignorance and physical needs of those who cannot 
protect themselves in order to make converts for our faith. To do this deliberately and consciously 
would be to deny in our actions the essential teachings of our religion, for any conversion to our 
faith must be the outcome of a free spiritual choice. The real intention of our social and philan- 
thropic service has always been, as is freely recognized and openly acknowledged by many of 
our non-Christian friends, to express in these ways the disinterested love which God has put in 


our hearts for our fellow men. 
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We are not able, however, to rest content with these efforts to heal their bodies and’ 
enlighten their minds, because we believe that men have been created to live for spiritual ends and 
that they find the satisfaction of their nature only in a life of unimpaired fellowship with God and’ 


with their fellow men. 


The highest service of love that we can render to them, therefore, is to declare to them 
that message of God that has brought peace and salvation to ourselves, and to bear witness by 
word and deed to our Lord Jesus Christ. Our aim as Christian missionaries is to declare this. 


message in pureness, in knowledge, in longsuffering, in kindness, in love unfeigned. 


The freedom we seek is freedom to bear this witness in a spirit of good-will towards all 
men. Religious toleration and the widening recognition of the right of every man to obey the 
voice of his own conscience, and to communicate freely to his fellow men his understanding of 
spiritual truth, have been outstanding marks of social progress. They are the acknowledged 
characteristics of a humane and liberal culture, and the foundation of a healthy political system. 
These ideas have seldom found more satisfying expression than in the resolution of a conference 
held at Delhi in 1924, attended by the leaders of the Hindu, Moslem, Sikh, Parsi, and Christian 


communities in India. The text of the resolution which received this weighty endorsement is as. 


follows: 


“‘This Conference is emphatically of opinion that the utmost freedom of conscience 
and religion is essential, and condemns any desecration of places of worship to whatsoever 
faith they may belong, and any persecution or punishment of any person for adopting or 
reverting to any faith, and further condemns any attempt by compulsion to convert people 
to one’s faith or to enforce one’s own religious observance at the cost of the rights of others. 


“With a view to give effect to the general principles promoting better relations be- 
tween the various communities of India laid down in the above resolution and to secure 
full toleration of all faiths, beliefs, and religious practices, this Conference records its 


opinion : 


‘That every individual or group shall have full liberty to hold and give expression 
to his or their beliefs and follow any religious practice, with due regard to the feelings of 
others, and without interfering with their rights. In no case may such individual or group 
revile the founders, holy persons or tenets of any other faith. 

“That every individual is at liberty to follow any faith and to change it whenever he 
so wills, and shall not by reason of such change of faith render himself liable to any punish- 
ment or persecution at the hands of the followers of the faith renounced by him. 


“That every individual or group is at liberty to convert or reconvert another by 
argument or persuasion, but must not attempt to do so, or prevent its being done, by force, 
fraud or other unfair means, such as the offering of material inducement.” 


We are impressed by the fact that these principles have received embodiment in the 
Egyptian Constitution, in which it is declared that “‘there shall be absolute freedom of conscience,” 
that “the State shall, in conformity with established custom in Egypt protect the free exercise of 
all religion or belief, on condition that there shall be no violation of public order or morals,” and 
that “freedom of thought shall be guaranteed. Within the limits of the law all persons shall have 


pe 


the right to express fully their views by word, writing, pictures or otherwise.” We realize that in 
these Articles the Egyptian Constitution is following the procedure of the most enlightened modern 
governments and is acting in conformity with the most progressive thinking of today. We 
anticipate that a fuller understanding of the great liberties guaranteed by these Articles will lead 
to their having a more definite influence on the legal procedure of the land. We look forward to 
a progressive application of these basic principles by the law-makers and administrators of the 


nation. 


The long history of Christian missions in this country should sufficiently prove that they 
have consistently stood for law and order and for a high standard of citizenship. Today as much 
as ever, we desire cooperation with those who work for the order and well-being of the nation. 
In the light of the principles already stated we have therefore agreed among ourselves upon the 


following 


Statement of Policy. 


ARTICLE I. The detention of minors or adults against their will, the corruption of 
mind or body, abduction, and any endeavour to bring about a change of faith by the use of 
force or any kind of fraud, or by the offering of material inducements, or by the use of narcotics 
or hypnotism, are utterly contrary to the teachings of our religion, and are as abhorrent to us as 
to those who have charged the missionary body with them. Our whole record, which is open to 
the Government and the people of Egypt, is evidence that we have not done these things, and any 


such action we should unreservedly repudiate and condemn. 


ARTICLE II. We deplore the absence of any legal procedure for a change of religion 
similar to that provided by the official circular issued by the Ministry of Justice, No. 2466 
( 28-—2-—13)) for the embracing of Islam. Were it possible for every case of proposed change of 
religion to be submitted to the proper administrative authority and an opportunity given to the 
religious leaders to attempt to dissuade the persons concerned from taking sucha step with 
representatives of both sides present, public opinion could be satisfied that no undue pressure had 


been exercised to bring about a change of religious adherence. 


ARTICLE III. We believe that the desire of any youth or girl for a definitive and 
public action indicating a change of religious faith should not be accepted until he or she is of 
sufficient mental, moral and spiritual maturity to understand the meaning of the step he or she is 
taking. Further, we wish strongly to support the authority of parents over their minor children, 
and their responsibility as regards their moral and religious training. We therefore agree 
among ourselves not to encourage the desire of any youth or girl to receive baptism 
under the age of eighteen, and in no case to baptize any such youth or girl without 
adequate opportunity being given to his or her parents or legally appointed guardian to persuade 
their child to remain in the religion in which he or she was brought up, and without their 


written consent before witnesses. 
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In every case of baptism of converts to the Christian faith it is our practice to require 
convincing evidence of knowledge of Christian principles, of sincerity of purpose, and fitness of 


character. 


ARTICLE IV. While we believe in the open, frank discussion of religious differences 
and comparative values in an atmosphere of friendliness and goodwill, we disapprove entirely of 
abusive reference to the religious beliefs of others, and of any contemptuous or scornful treatment 
of what they cherish as sacred. No attitude in these matters is fully Christian which is lacking in 


understanding, consideration and sympathy. 


ARTICLE V. We agree among ourselves that as far as lies within our power no one 
shall enter any school, boarding school, hospital, dispensary, orphanage, welfare center, establishment 
for higher education, or other institution of ours without knowing that it is Christian and that 


Christian teaching and prayer have a central place in its life. 


ARTICLE VI. We do not desire special privileges for our schools, hospitals, meeting 
places and other institutions, but are prepared to submit to the impartial application of all general 
regulations laid down by the Government in the interest of health, order and security for similar 
institutions of all faiths, Christian or Moslem, public or private. 


ARTICLE VII. We believe that the right of freedom of speech should be safe- 
guarded and we welcome the explicit statement of the Constitution that “within the limits of the 
law all persons shall have the right to express fully their views by word, writing, pictures or 
otherwise”. At the same time we recognize the responsibility of the Government for maintaining 
law and order. We express our readiness to cooperate with the Government in the impartial 
application of any general regulations governing the religious propaganda, and the sale and dis- 
tribution of literature of all faiths; and in the interest of public order, if the government so desires, 
we agree to notify the authorities of special itineraries of missionaries and of special meetings 
which will be held apart from those which are conducted in premises owned or rented by 


Missions and Christian Churches. 


ARTICLE VIII. Each of the signatories agrees to secure conformity with the articles 
of this document on the part of its personnel, whether those now in the country or those who 
may be appointed later. 


THE LIST OF SIGNATORIES : 
AMERICAN MISSION 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


AMERICAN UNIVERSITY AT CAIRO 
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APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF GOD 

CANADIAN HOLINESS MOVEMENT MISSION 
CHURCH MISSION TO THE JEWS 

CHURCH OF GOD MISSION IN EGYPT 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY 

EGYPT GENERAL, MISSION 

EGYPT SALAAM MISSION 

GERMAN MISSION 

GOSPEL CENTER AND BIBLE SCHOOL 
HOLLAND MISSION 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF Y.M.C.A. (U.S.A. AND CANADA) 
NILE MISSION PRESS 

PENIEL MISSION 

PENTECOST FAITH MISSION 

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST MISSION 
STANDARD CHURCH OF AMERICA MISSION 
YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 


WORLD’S SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
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